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Foundation Stage: Children begin to ask and answer questions as 

a class. For example, which would be the most suitable material? 
 



 

Year 1: children perform simple tests. 
 

 

 



 

Year 2: children use observations and ideas to suggest answers to 

questions. Then gather and record data to help in answering 

questions. 
 

 

 



 

Year 3: children set up simple, practical enquiries and 

comparative and fair tests. 
 



 

Year 4: set up simple, practical enquiries and comparative and 

fair tests. Then make accurate measurements using standard 

units, using a range of equipment. 
 



 

Year 5: children plan enquiries, including recognising and 

controlling variables where necessary. 
 

 

 



 

Year 6: children report findings from enquiries, including oral 

and written explanations of results, explanations involving 

causal relationships, and conclusions. 
 



 


