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Maths 
 

 

 

Curriculum Progression 

Strand: to be able to subtract 



 Foundation stage: 

Children can begin to subtract 1 or 2 objects from numbers up 
to 10. 

 
 
 
 

Key Vocabulary 
less than 

 

 

 

 

Y1: 



Children can subtract within 10. 
 
 
 
 

Key Vocabulary 
less than, count back 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Y2: 



Children can use different methods to subtract 2 two-digit 
numbers. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Key Vocabulary 

less than, count back, subtract, take away 
 
 

Y3: 
 



Children can use column subtraction to subtract numbers up to 
three digits. 

 
 

Key Vocabulary 
less than, count 

back, subtract, take 
away, exchange 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Y4: 
 



Children can use column subtraction to subtract four-digit 
numbers. 

 
 

Key Vocabulary 
less than, count back, 
subtract, take away, 
exchange, difference 

 
 
 

 

 

Y5: 



Children can use column subtraction to subtract numbers with 
more than four digits. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Y6: 

 

Key Vocabulary 
less than, count back, subtract, 

take away, exchange, 
difference, value 

 



Children can use the order or operations to solve calculations 
including subtraction. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mastery: 

Key Vocabulary 
less than, count back, subtract, 

take away, exchange, 
difference, value, BIDMAS 

 



Children can solve multi-step subtraction problems. 

 

 
 

Key Vocabulary 
less than, count back, subtract, 

take away, exchange, 
difference, value, BIDMAS, 

inverse 
 


